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leal evil. The current faith in Reading, Writing, and
Arithmetic, as fitting men for citizenship, seems to us
quite unwarranted: as are, indeed, most other anticipa-
tions of the benefits to he derived from learning lessons.

There is no connection between the ability to parse a
sentence, and a clear understanding of the causes that de-
termine the rate of wages. The multiplication-table af-
fords no aid in seeing through the fallacy that the destruc-
tion of property is good for trade. Long practice may
have produced extremely good penmanship without hav-
ing given the least power to understand the paradox, that
machinery eventually' increases the number of persons
employed in the trades into which it is introduced. NOT
is it proved that smatterings of mensuration, astronomy,
or geography, fit men for estimating the characters and
motives of Parliamentary candidates. Indeed we have
only thus to bring together the antecedents and the anti-
cipated consequents, to see how untenable is the belief in
a relation between them. When we wish a girl to become
a good musician, we seat her before the piano: we do not
put drawing implements into her hands, and expect music
to come along with skill in the use of pencils and colour-
brushes. Sending a boy to pore over law-books, would
be thought an extremely irrational way of preparing him
for civil engineering. And if in these and all other cases,
we do not expect fitness for any function except through
instruction and exercise in that function; why do we ex-
pect fitness for citizenship to be produced by a discipline
which has no relation to the duties of the citizen?

Probably it will be replied that by making the work-
ing man a good reader, we give him access to sources of
.nformation from which he may learn how to use his elec-
toral power; and that other studies sharpen his faculties
and make him a better judge of political questions. This
is true; and the eventual tendency is unquestionably good.